[Shape memory angioembolus for varicocele].
Seven target veins (in 5 dogs) were embolized with nitinol conical rugby embolus (NT-CRE). The pathological examination showed firm impact between NT-CRE and intravenous membrane without misembolization from retrograde flow. Compact collagenous fibrous tissue was seen in and out NT-CRE on spaces. On the basis of animal experiment, 10 patients with varicocele were treated with NT-CRE. After the operation, the varicocele and symptoms disappeared and venae spermatica collapsed. The follow-up for 1.5-2.3 years showed no recurrence in the 10 patients. We consider that the therapeutic method is simple and effective for varicocele.